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CAN YOU HELP? 

We have two new exciting activities with which we would like to encourage our 
members to help us. The first is being a host or hostess at parties and func- 
tions at the Mansion when it is being used by outside groups. The other is to 
help put our holdings on a computer (an Apple). We will be using the Apple 
Works Program. You do not need to be a computer expert to be of great help. 


If either of these activities are of interest to you, please call Lisa Perrin 
at 442-9002. 


BICENTENNIAL OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 


The Ledyard Historical society has sent notices to the historical societies of 
Mystic, New London, Noank, North Stonington, Norwich, Preston, Stonington and 
Waterford, that Dr. Christopher Collier, State Historian, will speak to the © 
combined societieson tuesday evening, 6 October 1987. The Fellowship Hall of 
the Ledyard Congregational Church has been reserved for this meeting. This«:wilil- 
be an evening to which we can all look forward, with all the societies getting 
together and celebrating the Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution. More de- 
tails about the meeting will be given later as well as directions to the loca- 
tion. | 


NEWSPAPERS ON MICROFILM 


Now, after several years of working at it, most of our collection of. newspapers 
is finally on microfilm and at no cost to us whatsoever. 


Readex Microprint ,Corporation started this project some tweaty-six years ago 

with the idea of getting on film every newspaper listed in the two volumes of 

HISTORY AND BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS, 1690-1820, by Clarence S.Brig- 

ham. This in itself was a giant undertaking, but then theycextendéd: theirvori- 

ginal plan to a cut-off date of 1865. Like Topsy, the project just grew and 

after pushing forward their cut-off date several times, they finally established 
1899 as the time to stop. 


a 


The project is being carried out in cooperation with the American Antiquarian 
Society in Worchester, who is giving them workspace, which is in itself a good 
recommendation for Readex, for American Antiquarian is very, very cautious aboy 
evertying pertaining to antiquities, be they manuscript, textile, furniture, 
Silver, or newspapers. It has taken five years or more for Readex to film our 
newspapers, and they have given us positive copies of all they filmed, retain- 
ing for themselves the negatives, from which they can make other prints if the 
need arises. Copies can be purchased, but only if the owners of the newspapers 
give their permission. 


ACCESSIONS 


Samuel Gorton of R.I. & his descendants, by Thomas A. Gorton,. 1985 - Bought by 
society 

1670 Conn. Census - Gift of Charles E. Lamb, Tucson, Arizona 

Biographies of Masonic Notables, V.2, by James R. Case - Gift of author 

Naval Documents of the American Revolution, v. 9, 1986 - Gift of dep't of Naval 
History, USN 

Photograph, ca. 1890-1900, of a blacksmith's shop, sign on roof for aG.A. Du- 
more - gift of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Derby, Groton 

John Peet, 1597-1684, of Stratford, Conn., & his Descendants, by Terry C. Peety 
Gift of compiler 

DAR Patriot Index, v.2 & 1982 Supplement - gift of Mrs. Elizabeth whitten 

DAR Patriot Index, v.3 - Index to Spouses of the DAR Patriots- Bought by Society 

A History of West Mystic, by Kathleen Greenhalgh, cl986 - Bought by Society 

Atlantic Schooners, by RAdm. H.E. Pullen, cl967 - Gift of Mrs. D. C. Lyman 

Assorted postcards, small books, scrap book - Gift of Mrs. Donald Holloway 

Ltr from N. Saltonstall, N.L., June 5, 1830, to Andrew M. Ancularius (son-in- 
law) - Gift of Scovill Library, Salisbury 

Copy of ltr, 1813, from Samuel P. Fitch, N.L., to brother Theophilus, in Vt. - 
Gift of Norman F. Boas, Stonington 

Hereditary Register of the U.S. of America, 1986 - Gift of Mrs. Ida M. Gilles- 
pie, Colorado | 

Genealogical Dictionary of R.I., by John O. Austin, 1887, repub. 1982 - Bought 
by Society 

Walter Palmer of Charlestown & Rehoboth, Mass., & Stonington, Conn., (1585 - 
1985) by Doris Palmer Buys - Bought by Society 

Puvlic Records of State of conn., 1804-15 - Gift of State Library 

Map of New London County showing points of interest, historic sites, state for- 
ests & parks, drawn by Vaughn Gray - Gift of Vaughn Gray, Glendale, Mass. 

Small gold cuff-links, monogrammed FMC for Frances M. Caulkins - Gift of Miss 
Cecilia Griswold 


COOL DRINKS FOR HOT WEATHER 


To make raspberry, strawberry, cherry or other such waters 


1. Take the ripest raspberries, strain them through a linen cloth to express 
all the juice out of them. Put this in a glass bottle uncorked, and set it in 
the sun, in a stove, or before the fire, till cleared down. then decant it 
gently into another bottle, without disturbing the pulp at the bottom. 

2. To half a pint of this juice, put a quart of common water, and a quarter 
pound of sugar. Beat all together, by pouring backwards and forwards from one 
vessel to another, strain it through a linen cloth, and set it to cool in a 
pail of ice. It is a fine cooling draught in the summer. 

3. Strawberries, cherries, &c. are done in the same manner. 


Apricot water 


Take a dozen of apricots, very ripe. Peel and stone them. Boil a quart of wa- 
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ter, then take it off from the fire and throw in your apricots. Half an hour 
afterward, put in a quarter of a pound of lump sugar, which being dissolved, 
strain all through a cloth and put it to cool in ice as the others. 


To make a cooling cinnamon water 


Boil one quart of water in a glass vessel before the fire, then take it off and 
put in two or three cloves, and about half an ounce of whole cinnamon. Stop 
well the bottle; and when the water is cold, put half a pint only of it in two 
quarts of water with sugar to your palate, a quarter of a pound is generally 
the proper quantity. When done, cool it, as usual, in ice before serving. 


To make cedrat water 


Have a dozen of fine lemons, which split into two parts. Take out all the ker- 
nels and keep nothing but the pulp wherein the juice is contained. Put. them 
in a new glazed earthen pan. Boil one pound of sugar to the plume degree, then 
pour it in the pot over the lemons. ‘fet this on a good charcoal fire and boil 
it again til the sugar comes to the pearl degree, and then bottle it. 


From Valuable Secrets - Norwich, 1/795 


DIARY OF JOHN C. DARROW 
(of New London) 


January 1, 1872. The weather has been mild, steamy and thawing all day and al- 
most foggy. Streets quite muddy. At sundown the wind was N.W. with a fair 
prospect of clear weather tomorrow. Spent the forenoon at the church vestry, 
taking down the decorations of the late festival, rolling up the Bunting and 
the Flags. Spent the afternoon and evening at the Bank in writing up and bal- 
ancing books, and evening more specially in searching for the error in Savings 
Bank Balances. Reduced the $40.15 difference by one cent by a discovery of an 
error in two pencillings. Left at 10:15. Stopped in at Geo. Strong's store 

on my way home & had a short Masonic talk with him & M.E.H.P. Alfred Fenwick. 
Jan. 2, 1872. The weather has been very pleasant and beautiful all day and eve- 
ning. Only a few clouds during the day, air cold enough to be invigorating and 
but very little wind. George Packer, 2nd Teller, missed the train (as per his 
dispatch) and consequently did not reach here from his visit to New York, to 
assist us today at Bank. This is about. the most driving day I have seen for 
five years sonce I have been in the Bank. Was not disappointed when our Cash 
was $576 over when we ''settled''. owing to the late hour we left the Bank (at 
6:35) had to postpone our search. Aunt Almira & Cousin Emma spent the after- 
noon and evening with us. Lilla and I went home with them. | 
Jan.3, Wed. 1872. Cloudy and rather raw today. On the whole it might be called 
threatening as the wind although light, has been east. A very little snow fly- 
ing about 2 P.M. Began to rain in a mist about 8. Another driving day at the 
Bank but as George has returned we had a little easier time of than we did yes- 
terday. Cash is all right for a wonder, considering the press of business. 

Our whole force were at work at the Bank this evening from 7 to 9:30 upon odd 
jobs. Consequently I was not at the meeing in the vestry but understood it was 
a good one. 

Jan.4, 1872. This has been a mild steamy day, almost muggy. Ground has gotten 
very muddy and very soft. This has been a busy dat at the bank although not 
drivingly so. Our discounts were very numerous. A much larger number than 
usual. Received and answered a letter from Mrs. C.E. Stone and sent her her 
dividend on her Union Bank Stock by registered letter, also sent to town Clerk 
of Groton for records, mortgage deed to our Savings Bank of R.H. Peckham of 
Noank. Held our Singing School in the vestry this evening. Nearly all present 
and although not very promising at first, yet before we closed, they really 
made progress. 
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Jan. 5. Sky has been overcast nearly all day, but not very chilly of windy. 
Was very busily engaged all day in trying to discover the errror in Deposit 
Ledger A but as yet without effect. It is only $40.04 in excess of a balance 
but it is a great mystery. After tea spent a half or three quarters of an 

hour in conference with Dr. Foster selecting hymns for next Sunday. Then went 
up to Emma Dart's house after her & escorted her to and from Rehearsal. Not 
many present, owing most probably to the fact of Miss Anna Dickinson's lecture 
taking place this evening at Lawrence Hall. After reaching Emma's house, spent 
about a couple of hours with her very pleasantly. Think her a charming girl 
and a superior person “intirely". 


Jan. 6. Sat. Although frequently during the day large masses of clouds have 
been roving over the sky yet it has been a pleasant day. Getting to be quite 
cold again. A very driving day at the Bank this forenoon. Was so much occu- 
pied that we could not settle cash at noon & so had to work in the afternoon 

& by so doing I was absent from the Covenant meeting. But went in the evening. 
It was a first rate meeting & well attended. This afternoon I found the $40 
of my Savings Bank error just as I was ahout giving up the search. Was overs 
joyed of course and thankful too. Was kept at work in posting &c. & in readi- 
ness for MOnday until 63 P.M. 


Jan. 7, Sun. This has been a clear bright pleasant day, but the wind has blown 
very hard and that rendered the cold more intense. Notwithstanding the cold. 
our audiences were very good, especially at Sabbath School. Another 6 o'clock 
Ssundqy School prayer meeting was held in the vestry. Not a large attendance 
but a fair meeting & 6 children rose for prayer. On our first hymn this even- 
ing we almost made a miserable failure owing to the choir being absent on last 
Friday rehearsal and my chagrin was increased by Mr. Butler, our cashier, be- 
ing present for the first time since we began to use our new Hymn Books. 
Jan.8, Mon. Weather cold but much more moderate than it was yesterday and very 
little wind. Has been an extra busy day at the bank and I had not a moment to 
spare. Had a little difficulty with cash which detained us until 53 P.M. 
After tea went down & posted todays' work, wrote up passbooks, transferred ac- 
couts &c, then took a walk up to george's house & notified him to be on hand 
early tomorrow. Then took a short walk to get up a little tired in order to 
Sleep well. The weather prognostication of the government was at fault this 
time as no snow has appeared. 

Jan.9, Tues. A very beautiful clear bright pleasant day, not too cold for com- 
fort. Began work at 8 A.M. at the Bank & continued (with out intermissions 
for dinner and supper) until 193 P.M. Have got my Savings bank Books in order 
for the usual annual inspection of the Auditors preparatory to making my an- 
nual report to the bank commissioner. Annual Meeting of the banks in this city 
took place today forenoon and with the one exception of the lst National Bank 
all the old officers were reelected. Deacon Peter C. Turner, late Cashier of 
the lst National resining and Geo. D. Whittlesey elected in his place. Mrs. 
Mary Allender and Mrs.Louise Ladd spent the afternoon & took tea with Sister 
Minnie & husband & after tea came down town & spent the evening with us. 

Jan. 10, Wed. The weather has been a general topi of record for some time 
past and for want of other ''material'' serves to fill up a diary page. A sort 
of tendency to make its mind to snow, but nevertheless it soon cleared off. 
Had my Savings Bank books examined and audited this morning and this afternoon 
sent off the annual report. So ends a long tedious job. Has been, aside from 
this a quiet day. Went to meeting in the evening. Very largely attended and 
a very good one. Went home with Mary Champlin & Emma. Spent a very pleasant 
13 hours with her. Upon leaving her I was presented with a very fine beauti- 
ful hemstitched handkerchief with my initials worked on it, a Philapena Pre- 
sent. 

Jan. 11, Thurs. This has been a very mild pleasant day, the air positively 
luxurious. A moderately busy day at the bank. A rather larger number of dis- 
counts than usual, not a great many deposits nor very large. Paid only a nun- 
ber of checks. At 7 P.M. went around to the church and held Singing School 
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No.8. All the members were not present but those who were, evidently made 
progress, found it very fatiguing to sing tonight. Afterwards went home and 
began my work on the annual Report of the Sabbath school. 

Jan. 12, Fri. The weather has been all day and evening marvellous for this 
time of year, very mild so that the heating by steam at the Bank has been too 
much for us, so we had to keep the windows open all day. Have been busy all 
day but not driven. George got off the deposit balances during the forenoon 
all right, and I was busy with the money all the forenoon. In the afternoon 
wrote up a number of passbooks. The beautiful weather gave us an extra attend- 
ance at our rehearsal this evening. They sang very well indeed and all appeared 
to enjoy it. At its close went home with Mary Champlin & Emma, spending a 
couple of hours with Emma very pleasantly. Got home at 113 P.M. 

Jan. 13, Sat. Although this forenoon early was cloudy and somewhat threaten- 
ing, yet the mild pleasant, sunny days still continued. It is generally won- 
dered at throughout all this region and we may with good reason expect bad 
weather soon. A moderate forenoon at Bank. Spent the afternoon (most of it) 
writing my annual (Secretary”s) Sunday School report. It is upon 7 pages of 
legal paper and if it is acceptable I ,shall be glad as it is really the most 
unsatisfactory one I ever prepared. In the evening went to meeting in the ves- 
try. A large & interesting meeting. After it was out, stopped in at Mr. 
otrong's a while. | | 

Jan. 14,Sun. This has been a very raw chilly, windy day. The wind making the 
cold quite intense and very penetrating. Good audiences all day and at Sab- 
bath School. The vestry was actually crowded at 6 p.M. on the occasion of our 
sabbath school Concert. Both morning and evening services were very long. I 
was tired & had a headache (bad). Went home with Mae Champlin & then went to 
see & console Emma who was not out this evening. Had so plesant an interview 
that I could not tear myself away until 11.45. Oh, my secretary's report was 
read & that puts it off my mind. 

Jan. 15, Mon. Not quite as cold as it was yesterday, but still a tedious day. 
Thermometer this morning stood at 7° above. A busy day at the Bank. Had a 
hitch in our cash which detained us until after 5 P.M. Had a loan of $2000 
from the Savings Bank to arrange. W. C. Turner of Montville, CT. held our 
Singing School No.9 this evening in the Westry. All were not present but we 
made really more progress than at any other session, I think. After it closed 
Leila and I went home with Jennie Foster & then home. Wrote few letters and 
sent Mr. Fobes $8.75 for my bill of shirts, which up to this time has been in 
some out of the way place so as to be overlooked. 

Jan. 16, Tues. Cloudy mornings and forenoon. Snow began to fall at 12M and 
has continued to fall quite moderately but steadily up to midnight, and with 
very little intermission. IN evening Wind began blowing in strong gusts. Busy 
day at the bank. Wrote up quote a number of pass books. Q®eacon P.C. Turner, 
formerly of the lst National, opened an office with us and began business as 

& Broker.” in the eninggwasS busy from 8 P.M. untill 11:45 on the Sunday Sch. 
Record Book'for theapresent year,}getting it ruled & dated in readiness for in- 
serting the names members. The names will have to be postponed until another 
time. % f 

Jan. 17, Wed. In aibio st all ‘respects the weather has been the same as yesterday. 
Snow has fallen quite steadily all day until about 4 P.M., but notwithstanding 
the fact of its having snowed the greater part of two days, the quantity of 
snow is small. So light & dry & thin that sleighing in quite impossible. Has 
been a very busy day at the Bank. Deposits quite heavy and exchanges light. 

Was able to write up a good many pass books during the day. In the evening I 
attended meeting in the vestry. Over 60 present. Our Pastor absent very unex- 
pectedly for all of’us. At its close went home with Emma & spent a couple of 
hours very pleasantly with her. Brought her a letter from the General Delivery. 
Jan. 8, Thurs. This has been a beautiful winter day, considerably colder than | 
yesteray. Not much wind. A very driving day at the Bank. Discounts, large 
amounts and quite numerous. Had the most trouble I ever experienced from my 
Semi-Weekly Statement this morning, occasioned by an error or rather a double 
€rror of George's in posting. €opied off all the names from the Ledger into 
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our book of balances in readiness for tomorrow's work. had a large number of . 
accounts to transfer. In the evening held Singing School No. 10 in the vestry. 
A good many absent owing to a party being held at Mr. Latham's. After it was 
over went home & finished up my Sunday School Record book. 
Jan. 19, Fri. This morning was partially clear and rather pleasant, afternoon 
clouds & somewhat of a threatening appearance. Began to rain about 8 P.M. It 
has been a very busy day at the bank. Balances were taken off with very little 
difficulty. Remitted the amount of State TAxes to the Treasurer for the Depo- 
sits in the Savings bank amount $1135.84, I think. In the evening held our reg- 
ular Congregational Rehearsal in the vestry. Considerning the weather the at- 
tendance was good and the singing was very good. To my dismay & regret, Emma 
was not there & I feel on that account, Lonesome. My friend, A.M. Grant, & Geo. 
Packer were present & appeared to enjoy the singing. 
Jan.20, Sat. The weather today has been very much like spring, quite mild and 
pleasant to feel. A very busy forenoon at the Bank. Finished at 1:15. This 
forenoon early the body of a Mr. Norton (one of the passengers on the ill-fated 
Steamer City of New London which was burned last November, was found on the 
other side of the river, identified & sent to Norwich to his friends. After 
dinner went over to the house of Mr. Israel Brown & looked at a bookcase he 
wants to sell but do not like it. Cailed also at Morris Bacon's & looked at 
his copy of the Encyclopedia I wish to buy. In the evening went to meeting. 

(to be continued) 


DON'T forget to notify us of change of address. Use of our bulk mail permit 
means that material sent to the incorrect address, is not returned, so we 
Can not correct the address and send it off again. So, unless we have your 
Correct mailing address, you may not hear from us at all. 


Mrs. Adam L. KNox - Curator & Secretary Office - 443-1209 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Dennis Miceli Resident Custodians 
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The New London County Historical ae 
Society - Shaw Mansion 
11 Blinman Street 
New London, CT 06329 

Connecticut College Lib- 

rary 
Serials Dep't 
New London, CT. 06320 


